普通高級中學課程暫行綱要
總綱

General Provisional Guidelines for Ordinary Senior High School Curriculum

I. Objectives

    In addition to further compulsory education in Taiwan, ordinary senior high schools are attempting to boost the quality of general education in order to enhance students’ mental and physical development, and hence, cultivate them into modern citizens with superior knowledge, skills, and morals and ethics.

To achieve the goal of this period, students will be guided through life,   career development, and life value to attain the objectives below.
1. Elevate knowledge and skills in humanities, social studies, and natural science.

2. Enhance logical thinking, discretion, aesthetic sense, and creativity.

3. Accelerate teamwork and respect democracy and the rule of law.

4. Strengthen the ability to acquire knowledge by oneself and keep a desire for lifelong learning.

5. Understand oneself and reinforce his career-development ability.

6. Instill the concepts of respect of life and sustainable global development.

II. Subjects and Credits

Chart I. Provisional Guidelines for Ordinary High Schools: Subjects and Credits
	Category
	　Year/Grade
	1st Year
	2nd Year
	3rd Year
	Remarks

	
	　Semester 　
	1st Semester
	2nd Semester
	1st Semester
	2nd Semester
	1st Semester
	2nd Semester
	

	
	Credits
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Field
	Subject
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Courses
	Integrated Activities
	2*
	2*
	2*
	2*
	2*
	2*
	

	
	Languages
	Chinese
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	

	
	
	English
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	

	
	Mathematics
	4
	4
	4
	4
	
	
	

	
	Social Studies
	History
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	

	
	
	Geography
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	

	
	
	Civic and Social Education
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	

	
	Natural Sciences
	Fundamental Physics
	（2）
	2
	　
	
	
	
	First-year natural sciences courses include “Fundamental Physics,” “Fundamental Chemistry,” “Fundamental Biology,” and “Fundamental Earth Sciences,” all worth two credits.  Second year courses include “Physics,” “Chemistry,” “Biology,” and “Earth and Environment.”  Students should take at least 2 to 3 credits of these courses each semester.

	
	
	Fundamental Chemistry
	2
	（2）
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Fundamental Biology
	2
	（2）
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FundamentalEarth Sciences
	（2）
	2
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Physics
	
	
	3
	2-3
	3
	2-3
	
	
	

	
	
	Chemistry
	
	
	3
	
	3
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Biology
	
	
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Earth and Environment
	
	
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	

	
	Arts
	Music
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	Three courses “Music,” “Fine Arts,” and “Applied Arts” are available for students who need at least 2 credits.

	
	
	Fine Arts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Applied Arts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Life
	Living Technology
	2
	2
	　
	　
	2
	2
	Courses related to life issues include “Home Economics” and “Living Technology.”  Students have to take at least 2 credits of each.  Schools can schedule the courses flexibly.

	
	
	Home Economics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Health & P.E.
	Physical Education
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	

	
	
	Health and Nursing
	1
	1
	1
	1
	　
	　
	Schools can offer two credits courses for the first and the second semesters accordingly.

	
	General Education of Military Defense
	1
	1
	1
	1
	　
	　
	

	
	Subtotal of required credits 
	30
	30
	26~27
	26~27
	14
	14
	140~142                                                /152~154

	
	Subtotal of hours per week
	/32
	/32
	/28~29
	/28~29
	/16
	/16
	

	Elective Courses
	Languages
	0~3
	0~3
	6~7
	6~7
	14~19
	14~19
	

	
	Second Foreign Languages
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mathematics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Social Studies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sciences
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Arts and Humanities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Living, Technology, and Information
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Health and Leisure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Military Education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Life Education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Career Planning
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Subtotal of elective credits
	0~3
	0~3
	6~7
	6~7
	14~19
	14~19
	40~58

	Total required-elective credits
	30-33
	30-33
	32-33
	32-33
	28-33
	28~33
	180-198

	Total hours per week
	/32~35
	/32~35
	/34-35
	/34-35
	/30-35
	/30~35
	/192-210


Descriptions:

1. The figures shown in the chart above represent the number of classes per week.  The “*” listed in “Integrated Activities” means that this is a required course whose credits are not counted.  It also indicates the credits of such course each semester.

2. The “Integrated Activities” are taught twice a week, and the credits are not counted.  Schools can arrange integrated activities such as keynote speeches and extracurricular activities in the two hours of classes every week according to actual needs.

3. First-year natural science courses include “Fundamental Physics,” “Fundamental Chemistry,” “Fundamental Biology,” and “Fundamental Earth Sciences,” all worth two credits.  Second year classes cover “Physics,” “Chemistry,” “Biology,” and “Earth and Environment.”  Students should take at least two to three credits of these courses each semester.
4. Students have to take two credits of art related courses each semester within the first three years.  Three courses “Music,” “Fine Arts,” and “Applied Arts” are available for students and are worth two credits.
5. Courses related to life issues include “Living and Technology” and “Home Economics.”  Students have to take at least two credits of each.  The courses related to life issues will be offered in years one and three with two credits every semester.  Schools can schedule the courses as needed.
6. The category “Health and Physical Education,” includes “Health and Nursing” and “Physical Education.”  “Health and Nursing” is a one-credit course, which first-year and second-year students should take each semester.  Schools can provide the course with two credits according to need, so that students can finish the classes within one calendar year.  Students have to take “Physical Education” two credits every semester in senior high school.
7. Students take one credit of “General Education of Military Defense” each semester in years one and two.  Schools may also schedule the classes for two semesters in one calendar year, as necessary.
8. Required courses related to “Mathematics,” “Social Science,” and “Science” focus on Fundamental knowledge and skills underlying the general education of such fields and awareness of and care for humanities, life, and nature in hope of arousing students’ interests in and abilities for lifelong learning.
9. Professional knowledge and techniques should be developed and acquired in elective courses, which include “Languages,” “Second Foreign Languages,” “Mathematics,” “Social Science,” “Arts and Humanities,” “Living, Technology, and Information,” “Health and Leisure,” “General Education of Military Defense,” “Life Education,” “Career Planning,” and “Others.”  In addition to the guidelines of the course description designed by the course description project group, the courses and their credits can be decided by the curriculum development committee in each school in compliance with the school’s philosophy and culture.
10. The minimum amount of credits that a student at an ordinary senior high school should have is 160 as listed as below:
(1) Required credits: students have to take all the required courses listed in the chart and pass at least 120 credits to graduate.  Among which, there should be 48 credits of core post secondary education courses. (Please refer to chart II).

(2) Elective credits: at least 40 credits.
Chart II. Fields, Subjects, and Credits of Core Courses of Post Secondary Education
	Field
	Course
	Credits
	Remarks

	Languages
	Chinese
	8
	

	
	English
	8
	

	Mathematics
	Mathematics
	6-8
	

	Social Studies
	History
	6-10
	

	
	Geography
	
	

	
	Civic and Social Education
	
	

	Natural Sciences
	Physics
	4-6
	

	
	Chemistry
	
	

	
	Biology
	
	

	Arts
	Music
	4
	Choose any 2 courses (4 credits total).

	
	Fine Arts
	
	

	
	Applied Arts
	
	

	Life
	Living Technology
	4
	Choose any 2 courses (4 credits total).

	
	Home Economics
	
	

	
	Relevant Courses
	
	

	Physical Education
	Physical Education
	4
	

	Total credits of required courses
	48


Remarks: the relevant courses in the “Life” field refers to “Introduction to Computer,” “Career Planning,” “Law and Living,” and “Introduction to Environmental Science.”
III. General Guidelines for Implementation

1. Curriculum Design

(1) The curriculum designed for ordinary senior high schools should be consistent with the nine-year integrated curriculum in both primary and junior high schools.

(2) Senior high school education helps to build a solid foundation for study at university.  Therefore, curriculum design should not only put an emphasis on a student’s career development, but also on the fundamental courses for a university’s undergraduate education in the future.

(3) Schools should provide elective courses to respond to the individual differences in student development.  The credits of elective courses offered by schools should be 1.5 times more than those required each semester.

(4) Life education, gender equity education, law-related education, human rights education, environmental protection education, sustainable development, diverse cultures, and other important issues like consumer protection education should all be included in the curriculum in order to help students relate these issues in all of their courses.

(5) Schools may, as necessary, offer elective courses featuring indigenous history, cultures, and art to highlight the culture of local senior high school education.

(6) Music, fine arts, and physical education should be integrated properly with extra curricular activities.

(7) The design of provisional guidelines for each course should be flexible, and underscore integration among the relevant courses in an attempt to achieve diversity in curriculum design and supplement teaching materials.

(8) The curriculum design should give schools enough autonomy to make their own decisions.  The curriculum development committee in each school can design their own elective courses according to the school’s philosophy and should complete the syllabus before school begins.  The committee reviews the textbooks compiled by teachers, and is responsible for course evaluation.

(9) The organization of the curriculum development committee is determined in the governing board meeting.  The members of the committee include representatives of school administrators, grade teachers, each department, parents, and local communities.  When necessary, scholars, experts, and students will be invited as well.  Schools can take regional characteristics and incorporate them when establishing an inter-school curriculum development committee.

2. Compilation of Teaching Materials

(1) Teaching materials should stress consistency and applicability, so that students can acquire systematic and integrated knowledge.

(2) Teaching materials should be able to relate students to their experiences in life.  Internet resources should be well utilized to arouse interests in learning and knowledge applicability.

(3) The compilation of teaching materials should emphasize Fundamental concepts and principles.

(4) The selected teaching materials should help students learn how to apply their knowledge to solving problems and avoid inconsistent supporting materials.

(5) Life education, gender equity education, law-related education, human rights education, environmental protection education, sustainable development, diverse cultures, and other important issues such as consumer protection education should be properly incorporated into the teaching materials of related courses.

(6) Schools can select or compile their own textbooks and teaching materials to respond to regional culture, student quality and demands.  They can use the materials that are needed for flexible learning.  Self-compiled textbooks used for the whole semester and calendar year should be submitted to the Curriculum Development Committee in each school for review.

3. Implementation

(1) Due to the nature of each course, teaching materials, and student ability, teachers should strive to design creative and appropriate teaching methods as well as use supporting materials if necessary.

(2) Teaching practice should focus on building the student’s independent learning ability, so that they can learn how to learn on their own and develop lifelong learning ability.

(3) Students should be taught to develop critical and creative thinking through teaching activities.

(4) Incorporate information education into the teaching materials and effectively use multi-instructional media and community resources in order to boost the educational effect.

(5) Teaching practice can be done with the help of the community in order to make students understand the obligations of a citizen and the benefits of social participation.

(6) When conducting an instructional evaluation, appropriate and diverse evaluation methods can be adopted in accordance with the learning objectives and the nature of the teaching materials.

4. Administration Cooperation

(1) Before implementing the provisional guidelines, the competent educational authority should organize curriculum related seminars to ensure that teachers fully understand the spirit and content of the guidelines.

(2) Schools should provide those active in curriculum design, compilation of teaching materials, and teaching practice with necessary assistance and encouragement.

(3) Once the provisional guidelines are implemented, the competent educational authority should conduct integral or random evaluation of curriculum design, compilation of teaching materials, and teaching practice and offer all schools the resources needed.  In accordance with the evaluation results, schools and teachers should attempt to improve themselves proactively.
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